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Finding the ‘right’ spirit amongst the thousands of commercially available 
products is no easy task. Even though taste and personal experience are still 
the best guides, the consumer in search of reliable quality cues can also have 
complete confidence in medals from the Concours Mondial de Bruxelles.

That’s because every spirit entered comes under the scrutiny of nearly 85 highly 
qualified judges from across the globe (25 nationalities). Their sole ambition 
is to select spirits of irreproachable quality, irrespective of origin or an 
appellation’s prestige. 

With more than 19 years experience, the Spirits Selection by Concours Mondial 
de Bruxelles has become one of the foremost international events in its 
category, whilst offering an unrivalled showcase for the latest trends in spirits.

A brief summary

A COMPETITION SERVING 
CONSUMER INTERESTS

The wine and spirits world is a constantly changing, dynamic 
industry. For over twenty four years, the Concours Mondial 
has partnered with both producers and consumers, 
witnessing industry trends and transition first-hand. Its 
primary ambition is to provide consumers with a guarantee: 
that it will single out wines and spirits of irreproachable 
quality offering a truly pleasurable drinking experience, 
from across the globe and the price points.

Established by Louis Havaux, the Concours Mondial de 
Bruxelles was held for the first time in April 1994. Dedicated 
exclusively to wines at the beginning, the spirits joined 
the competition in 1999. The CMB - Concours Mondial 
de Bruxelles Wines & Spirits quickly gained momentum 
and was increasingly successful with each event. The 
Concours Mondial de Bruxelles has garnered its reputation 
by rigorously selecting renowned judges with proven 
expertise and of different nationalities (25 in 2018). We 
think this makes the contest results more relevant. Most 
other competitions have a narrower product panel and 
appeal to local judges, which makes the results much more 
subjective. The organisers provide tasting conditions of 
the highest standard and have invested unsparingly in 
post-event checks of award-winning wines and spirits. 
Additional analyses are thus carried out regularly on wines 

and spirits that display the precious Concours Mondial de 
Bruxelles bottle sticker. These checks are conducted so that 
consumers can rest assured that the ‘Concours Mondial’ seal 
is a reliable measure of quality. Only 30% of the samples can 
claim a medal, making Spirits Selection the most rigorous 
competition in the world, by far!

Organizing the competition in a different country 
every year enhances the event’s international scope 
and provides better exposure for award-winning spirits 
worldwide. After Taiwan in 2013, Brazil in 2014, China in 
2015, Mexico in 2016, Chile in 2017 and Bulgaria in 2018, 
the Spirits Selection is returning to China to the city of 
Fenyang – Shanxi province - for its 2019 edition. This new 
edition will be the opportunity to give a snapshot of the 
production and consumption of spirits in China, and to 
enhance awarded spirits on this growth market. 

Organizing the competition in China will offer the 
opportunity to showcase the quality, versatility, diversity 
and potential of Baijiu, the most commonly consumed
spirit in the world. The Chinese Baijiu market dominated 
the world's most valuable spirits list in 2018.
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OUR 2019 HOST
LVLIANG -  CHINA

The city of Livliang Fenyang is located in the Shanxi province, 400 km south of Beijing and is the epicenter of the light aroma Baijiu 
style. Lvliang, gained its name from the majestic Lvliang Mountain that runs throughout the entire region for 300 kilometers and 
is located at the midstream of the Yellow River, the birthplace of the ancient Chinese civilization.

It is believed that the soul of Chinese spirits dwells in Lvliang Fenyang. The city of Fenyang boasts a Baijiu-making history of more 
than 6,000 years and is acclaimed as “the foundation, and the origin of the light aroma style... the cultural root of Chinese spirits.”

Being China’s largest production base for the light aroma style Baijiu, Fengyang was recognized as “The World’s Top Ten Spirits 
Production Region” by Shanghai International Food & Drinks (Wine) Fair in 2017. It has the largest light aroma baijiu production in 
China, with a Fenjiu-based production capacity of over 0.2 million kiloliters and is famously known for the Shanxi Fenjiu, a popular 
baijiu brand. Furthermore, Fengyang is also the home to the “Fenjiu City”, the nation’s largest Baijiu City with a construction area 
ten times bigger than the Forbidden City in Beijing.

SOFIA

LVLIANG, SHANXI 
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BAIJIU – THE MOST COMMONLY CONSUMED 
SPIRIT IN THE WORLD
Baijiu, the traditional spirit of China, counts for 35% of the 
world’s spirit production and an estimated 38% share of 
global spirits consumption.

Each year, more baijiu is produced by volume than vodka 
and whiskey combined—roughly 3 billion gallons in 2017 -, 
according to official Chinese estimates. Bottles of baijiu sell for 
anywhere from a few dollars to several thousand. According 
to the Brand Finance Spirits 50 Report of November 2018, 
four of the five most valuable spirits brands are baijiu. In 
2017, the baijiu industry leader, Kweichow Moutai, became 
the world’s most valuable spirit distiller, with a market value 
worth more than liquor conglomerate Diageo. 

A Window to the light aroma Baijiu

Since the emergence of distilled liquor in China, different 
regions have developed different types of alcohol unique 
to their specific culture, geography, environment and 
climate, as well as the raw materials available, fermentation 
containers, fermentation cycle, etc. There are currently about 
7,000 licensed Baijiu producers, and 12 different Baijiu aroma 
styles, with sauce, strong, rice and light aromas being the 4 
most renowned styles.

In China, Fenyang is the most important production base for 
light aroma Baijiu as it produces about one fifth of the total 
light aroma style production in the country. 

Being a classic representative of light aroma Baijiu, Shanxi 
Fenjiu adopts a brewing process featuring “fermentation 
in a ground jar”, and uses local sorghum as the major 
fermentation base materials, fresh rice chaff as the 
supplementary materials, barley and pea as “qu” (key to turn 
grain into alcohol). The brewing water used for Shanxi Fenjiu 
comes from the groundwater in an aquifer formed by the 
loose rock formation in the Quaternary system.

The ground water has a high content of strontium, iodine, 
calcium etc., which is believed to play an important role in 
the taste of the Baijiu as well as its ageing process.

In terms of the flavors and tastes, light aroma Baijiu features 
a pure aroma and cool aftertaste, sweet, mellow, natural, 
and harmonious. It combines the aromas of ethyl acetate 
(banana, coconut cream) and ethyl lactate (young wine, 
pear drops), and contains a very high amount of succinic 
acid (umami taste). However, the balanced quantity of ester 
aroma ensures that the alcohol does not take on a peculiar 
smell. Generally speaking, light aroma Baijiu is clear in color,
pure, sweet, and clean with a lasting taste.
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"CONSUMERS CHOOSE WINES WITH A 
CONCOURS MONDIAL BOTTLE STICKER 
BECAUSE THEY TRUST OUR MEDALS"

"Obviously the Brussels competition is about judges, 
logistics and the international aura of the event, but we 

shouldn’t lose sight of this unique competition’s target: the 
consumer. The sole purpose of this huge operation is to 

provide the utmost reliability in awarding medals.

The aim is to promote the culture and awareness of wine 
and to guide consumer choice. Consumers can be naturally 

reticent about selecting wines they are not familiar with 
– the competition’s task is therefore to help wine lovers 
broaden their culture and encourage them to discover 

new wines. It is all about trust: consumers choose wines 
labelled with a ‘Brussels’ bottle sticker because they trust 
our medals, and that is the competition’s sole ambition."

"The Spirits Selection key features are its independence, its 
strict standards and its quality control.

With a team of professionals and international judges 
selected for their tasting abilities we can guarantee reliable 
results that are recognised by the industry and appreciated 

by consumers. Our quest for reliability and promotion of the 
Concours Mondial de Bruxelles endorsement are the primary 

missions of our organization."

Baudouin Havaux 
Chairman of The Concours Mondial de Bruxelles

Thierry Heins
   Agriculture Engineer

and Director of the Spirits Selection
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Judges that are hand-picked have a responsibility to award medals to the best competing products. 

Judges at the Spirits Selection by Concours Mondial de Bruxelles are bone fide members of the trade who earn their living through 
spirits and live for spirits 365 days a year. They are international buyers and shippers, engineers and master blenders, journalists, 
specialist spirits writers and critics, WSET educators, researchers and representatives from industry organisations (panel formation).   

The 25 nationalities (2018) represented guarantee outstanding diversity within the world of spirit competitions and contribute to greater 
objectivity of results.

JUDGES

MEDALS, AN INTERNATIONAL ENDORSEMENT
After the tasting sessions, each sample is awarded marks out of a hundred by applying the calculation method. Only the 
highest scoring spirits are eligible for the precious medals. 

 Grand Gold Medal
 Gold Medal
 Silver Medal 
 Organic Spirits Trophy

The competition can also award one or more additional trophy, designated "Revelation of the Spirits Selection", to the  most 
qualitative and innovative grand gold medals that underscore the market trends.

In addition, the Spirits Selection will single out for distinction organic or biodynamic spirit that scored particularly well during 
the competition by awarding it a special organic spirit trophy.

Growing demand for environmentally-friendly spirits made using sustainable farming methods has prompted the Spirits 
Selection by  Concours Mondial de Bruxelles to promote efforts by spirits producers who choose alternative ways of making 
good spirits.

 Since 1994, the global wine and spirits industry has 
convened every year at the Concours Mondial de 
Bruxelles

	Almost 9.200 wines and 1300 spirits from 50 countries 
competed in 2018

	Over 350 professional judges representing a 
patchwork of 50 nationalities

	The first international competition to introduce a 
post-event monitoring system for award-winning 
wines and spirits to ensure the legitimacy of its 
results

	A snapshot of the global wine and spirit industry, 
updated annually

	A CMB medal provides exposure for the producer and 
a reliable buying cue for the consumer
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A GLOBAL COMPETITION 
WITH A THREE-FOLD MISSION
Globalisation within the spirits market offers substantial opportunities though at the same time poses significant challenges 
for consumers, producers and distributors. In this context, the scale and professionalism of the Spirits Selection by Concours 
Mondial de Bruxelles can help:

• PRODUCERS establish a benchmark for their spirits and identify new opportunities.

• DISTRIBUTORS build up an attractive portfolio of spirits from around the globe and secure a 
place in the global market.

• CONSUMERS select spirits from an extensive, constantly evolving offer that will fulfil their 
expectations by achieving maximum pleasure for money.

SPIRITS SELECTION

BY CONCOURS MONDIAL DE BRUXELLES

KEY DATES

FEBRUARY 1, 2019
Opening date for entries and for samples receipt

JUNE 22, 2019
Closing date for entries and for samples receipt

FROM AUGUST 23 TO 25, 2019
Spirits Selection by Concours Mondial de Bruxelles in Lvliang, China

SEPTEMBER 6, 2019
Results announcement on the website www.spiritsselection.com

Online entries at www.spiritsselection.com
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Rhum & Cachaça
28%

Baijiu & Soju
19%

Brandy
12%

Whisky & Whiskey
9%

Liqueur
7%

Gin
6%

Tequila & Mezcal
6%

Grappa & Marc
5%

Vodka
2%

Fruit Brandy
2%

Others
5%

2014 - 2017 ENTRIES
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THE ORGANISERS
The Concours Mondial de Bruxelles would not be what it is today were it 
not for its reliable team. For twelve months of the year, they ensure that 
the competition runs smoothly, in the most minute detail, from technical 
aspects through to promotion.   

	Chairman : Baudouin Havaux
 baudouin.havaux@vinopres.com

	Spirits Selection by Concours Mondial de Bruxelles Director : 
 Thierry Heins (Agronomist) - thierry.heins@vinopres.com | +33 672 83 89 16

	Operational and technical management: 
 Filipo Baldan (Head of Tasting)

 Géraldine Gérard (Head of Producer Relations)
 spirits@vinopres.com 

 Blandine Philips (Head of Logistics) 
 blandine.philips@vinopres.com

	Communication :
 Valentina Philipps (Press and Communications)
 valentina.phillips@vinopres.com | +32 2 533 27 66

	Administration :
 Didier François
 didier.francois@vinopres.com

Contact

Spirits Selection by Concours Mondial de Bruxelles
Rue de Mérode 60

1060 Brussels (Belgium)

 +32 (0)2 533 27 67
 +32 (0)2 533 27 61

Or visit our website 
www.spiritsselection.com

Spirits Selection by Concours Mondial de Bruxelles is also on:
Facebook “f” Logo C MYK / .ai Facebook “f” Logo C MYK / .ai

Facebook /spiritsselection @spiritselection

OUR PARTNERS


